
History & History of Science

Medieval French Research Seminar

Literature

Convened by Daron Burrows (St Peter’s College, Oxford),  
Sophie Marnette (Balliol College, Oxford),  
and Helen Swift (St Hilda’s College, Oxford)

Early Modern French Seminar
Convened by Wes Williams (St Edmund Hall, Oxford),  
Marie Raulier (St John’s College, Oxford),  
and Luke O’Sullivan (St Hilda’s College, Oxford)

Classics

1 October, 9.00am–5.30pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Workshop ‘Empire, Money and Power in France and Great Britain  
during the long 18th century’
Convened by François-Joseph Ruggiu (Sorbonne Université/CNRS)  
& Perry Gauci (Lincoln College, Oxford)

10 November, 5.00pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
As part of The Collège de France in Oxford Lecture Series 
‘Strings and Knots: Enlightened Quipus’ 
Roger Chartier (Collège de France) 
Chair: Alice Roullière (St John’s College)

30 November, 10.00am–6.00pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Conference ‘Before and Beyond Political Economy:  
Economic Ideas and Political Culture in Early Modern Europe’ 
Convened by Roberto Ganau (New York University & EHESS) 
& Antonio Pattori (The British School at Rome) 

9 November, 5.15pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Book Launch ‘Huguenot Memory, 1689-1757:  
Narratives of Imprisonment, Enslavement, and Exile’ 
Nora Baker (Wiener-Anspach Foundation & Université Libre de Bruxelles)

5 November, Nissan Institute of Japanese Studies 
6 November, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Conference ‘Across Anti-Imperial Metropolises
Nonstate Approaches to Modern Japan-France History’ 
Toma-Jin Morikawa-Fouquet & Sho Konishi (University of Oxford)

27 October, 2.30pm, Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies 
Talk ‘Education in Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt: new insights from the 
school ostraca from Hut-Repit/Athribis in Upper Egypt’ 
As part of the Griffith Research Seminar 
Sandra Lippert (CNRS)

13 October, time and place tbc 
Oxford Medieval Studies (OMS) Welcome event 

27 October, 5.15pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
‘Quelle foi accordait-on aux fictions au Moyen Âge ?  
Le lecteur au miroir de la métalepse (XIIe-XVe siècles)’ 
Mireille Seguy (Université Sorbonne Nouvelle)

10 November, 5.15pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
‘Scribal abbreviation in French manuscripts  
and its role as a source of data for quantitative palaeography’ 
Sebastian Dows-Miller (University College London)

24 November, 5.15pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
‘The Nature and Culture of Wood:  
Toward an Ecocritical Reflection on the Bible historiale’ 
Jake Abell (Baylor University)

21–23 October, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Workshop ‘Savoirs olfactifs : Connaître par l’odorat du XVIIIe siècle à nos jours’ 
‘Olfactory knowledge: Learning through smell from the 18th century  
to the present day’ 
Convened by Rémi Digonnet (Université Jean Monnet Saint-Étienne),  
Judith Rainhorn (Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne),  
Marie Thébaud-Sorger (CNRS/Centre Alexandre Koyré),  
and Érika Wicky (Université Grenoble-Alpes)

25 November, 9.45am–5.30pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Workshop ‘Female Philosophers, Male Feminists:  
Renegotiating Gender and Learning in Early Modern Europe’ 
Mogens Laerke (CNRS/NOTCOM)

15 October, 12.30pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Introductory session

29 October, 12.15pm, St John’s College, Oxford 
‘Reading and Riding the Natural World: Horsemanship,  
Education and the Ecologies of Early Modern Learning Spaces’ 
Katherine Stratton (Lincoln College, Oxford)

12 November, 12.30pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
‘Chasse et Lettres dans la Première modernité’ 
Olivier Guerrier (Toulouse II — Jean-Jaurès)

26 November, 12.30pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
‘Rabelais σχολιαστής : la folie des mots’ 
Olivier Séguin--Brault (Magdalen College, Oxford)

1 December, 5.00pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Talk ‘Fraudsters. The schemes and tricks of merchants  
in the Greek city-state’ 
Cecilia D’Ercole (EHESS)

28 October, 5.30pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Talk ‘The agreements of the priests of Soknopaiou Nesos:  
new sources for the organisation and the economy of  
an Egyptian provincial temple in the 1st and 2nd c. CE’ 
Sandra Lippert (CNRS) & Maren Schentuleit (University of Oxford) 

Director: Stéphane Van Damme
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Interdisciplinary events

Inhabiting the World in the Age of the Anthropocene 
Sponsored by the Canadian Institute for Advanced Research (CIFAR) 

27 November, 3.15pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
‘The Life of Rocks: An Anthropological Approach to Research in Astrobiology’ 
Perig Pitrou (CNRS)

13 October, Maison Française d’Oxford 
‘AI for Justice’ Seminar / Journée d’étude ‘L’IA au service de la justice’ 
Convened by the French Liaison Judge for the United Kingdom and Ireland 
and the Higher Education, Research, and Innovation Department of the 
French Embassy in the United Kingdom, in the presence of Her Excellency 
Madame Hélène Duchêne, Ambassador of France to the United Kingdom.

20 November, 5.00pm, Pembroke College
As part of the Collège de France - Maison Française d’Oxford -  
Pembroke College Lecture Series 
‘Penser le droit par métaphores :  
raison et imagination dans le langage des juristes romains’ 
Dario Mantovani (Collège de France) 
 
  

29 & 30 October, Maison Française d’Oxford
Workshop ‘Contesting Constitutionalism: The Counter-mobilisations’ 
Convened by Gaëtan Cliquennois & Cristina E. Parau  
(CNRS / IODE–Université de Rennes)  

Droit en société Lecture Series 
Convened by Livia Holden (MFO)

25 September, 3.45–6.15pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
MFO-DPhil Prize

6–9 October, Maison Française d’Oxford 
2026 Autumn School ‘Global Forests’ 
‘Forest socioecosystems facing the effects  
of climate change’

15 October, 5.00pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
‘Inhabiting precariousness’ 
Raphaelle Guidée (Université Paris VIII-Vincennes-Saint-Denis) 

3 December, 5.00pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Book launch ‘Mosquito Work: Vectors of Global Health’ 
With authors Ann Kelly & Javier Lezaun  
(School of Anthropology and Museum Ethnography, Oxford) 
Discussant: Guillaume Lachenal (SciencesPo Paris)

26 November, 5.00pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
‘Eléments pour une sociologie de l’éthique.  
Du progressisme au prudentialisme’ 
Emmanuel Didier (CNRS, ENS) & Luc Boltanski (EHESS)  

18 November, 5.00pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
As part of the ‘Perspectives from the MFO’ Lecture Series 
Talk ‘Urbavie: Rethinking the sciences of urban adaptation  
from a geographer’s perspective’
Martine Drozdz (MFO) 

17 November, 5.15pm, Maison Française d’Oxford
As part of ‘French Sciences in Oxford: Cross-Channel Conversations’ 
Title tbc 
Isabelle Ryl (Université PSL) 

Research & Creativity

20 & 21 November, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Symposium ‘Présence de Lalande : de la gloire à la postérité’
‘Lalande’s Legacy: from Fame to Posterity’ 
Convened by Bénédicte Hertz & Thomas Leconte (CMBV, CESR)
21 November, 7.00pm, University Church, Oxford 
Concert ‘Purcell, Lalande and Handel: celestial works’ 
Directed by Edward Higginbottom

29 June–23 October, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Exhibition ‘MFO turns 80. 
Celebrating Research, Culture, and Scientific Diplomacy’

20 October, 8.00pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Cinema: ‘De grandes espérances’/’Grand Expectations’ 
Sylvain Desclous, 2022, 1h45min 

17 November, 8.00pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Documentary Film: ‘Docteur David, médecin roi’ 
Sophie Jaubert & Guillaume Lachenal, 2026, 52min 
Screening in the presence of Guillaume Lachenal

12 October–7 December, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Exhibition ‘Marc Bloch. Vie, Combats, Héritages’
Exhibition organised by the French Association of History 
and Geography Teachers (APHG), the Réunion des Musées Nationaux 
(RMN), in collaboration with Matis Bloch, Alexiane Bloch, 
and Nathalie Mangeard-Bloch 

23 October, 6.00–8.00pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
‘The Rediscovery of Charlotte Sohy. 
An evening of film, music & conversation’ 
Post-screening Q&A with documentary makers Matthias Weber  
& Laurence Uebersfeld, and broadcaster Peter Quantrill 
Followed by a recital by Gina McCormack (violin),  
Adrian Bradbury (cello) and Reiko Fujisawa (piano) 

12 & 13 November, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Workshop ‘Balzac: Illusions perdues & Splendeurs et misères des courtisanes’ 
Convened by Gaëtan Cliquennois (CNRS/IODE–Université de Rennes),  
Caroline Julliot (Université de Lyon),  
and Laurent Rousvoal (CNRS, IODE–Université of Rennes) 
 

24 & 25 September, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Symposium ‘Cultural Expertise and the State’ 
Convened by Livia Holden (K-Peritia CA 22101/MFO)

1946–2026 80th Anniversary Heritage Fund
Protecting Our Legacy, Building Our Future

Modern French Research Seminar
Convened by Andrew Counter (New College, Oxford),  
Katherine Lunn-Rockliffe (Hertford College, Oxford),  
and Matthew Phillips (Trinity College, Oxford)

26 October, 5.15pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
‘Rencontre-débat avec Pierre Bayard : Qu’est-ce que la critique policière ?’ 
‘In conversation with Pierre Bayard: What is detective criticism?’ 
Convened by Henriette Korthals Altes (University of Oxford) 

30 October, 5.30pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Book launch ‘Doing Things With Literature: A Toolkit’ 
(Legenda Selected Essays, 2026)
Translations of the work of Alain Viala,  
edited by Jessica Goodman (St Catherine’s College, Oxford) 
Emma Herdman (St Andrews University),  
Marine Roussillon (Université Sorbonne Nouvelle), 
Gemma Tidman (Queen Mary University of London)

5 October, 9.00am–5.25pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
International conference ‘La voix : entre corps et langages’ 
Convened by Michaël Abecassis  
(Christ Church, University College, & Wadham College, Oxford)  
& Maribel Peñalver Vicea (Universidad de Alicante) 

23 November, 5.15pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
In conversation with Rachid Benzine 
With Catriona Seth (All Souls College, Oxford) 
Organised in collaboration with the Embassy of the Kingdom  
of Morocco in the UK 

22 October, 5.15pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
‘Poetry is not therapy: poetic praxis in the self-help turn’ 
Jeff Barda (University of Manchester)

5 November, 1.00–2.00pm, The Taylor Institution 
‘Poetry and Production Lines’ 
Patrick McGuinness (St Anne’s College, Oxford)

19 November, 5.15pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
‘Making an Impression: Nineteenth-Century French Audio Description’ 
Hannah Thompson (Royal Holloway, University of London)

Social & Political Sciences
23 September, 6.00pm, Maison Française d’Oxford 
Lecture ‘Les présidentielles de 2027 - décryptage’ 
Paul Smith (University of Nottingham) 
Organised in collaboration with the Alliance Française d’Oxford

30 October, 5.00pm, Oxford Department of International Development 
Talk ‘Telling/counting everyday life in a subsistence perspective.  
Ethnography of the household of radical ecologists’ 
Geneviève Pruvost (CNRS)


